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currents
notes, news & Stuff you can use

! With easy access from Southern California, blue water with vis that tops 100 
feet and one of the world’s largest nearshore populations of great white sharks, Mexico’s 

Guadalupe Island makes for one hell of a shark diving destination. But cage-diving days here may 
be numbered. Last May, Mexico’s Ministry of the Navy banned chumming at Guadalupe after the 
country’s Environment and Natural Resources Committee presented a list of allegations to the 
federal government regarding Guadalupe’s shark diving operations. “Some of the allegations were 
pretty horrific,” says Patric Douglas, CEO of dive operator Shark Diver. “That we use the fat of 
seals to attract the sharks, train the sharks to kill the local fishermen and put toxic chemicals and 
blood mixtures into the water that kill the seals—they just aren’t true.” The committee also asked 
the federal government to consider limiting next year’s permits for diving activities within the 
Guadalupe Biosphere Reserve, which was created in 2005. “We’re right on the edge of becoming 
something amazing, or losing it completely,” Douglas says. “I think we’re going to squeeze out a 
season this year, but the future looks pretty grim.” Douglas hopes he and his colleagues can turn 
the situation around through communication and cooperation with the Mexican government, and 
he says the best chance for keeping the biosphere open is comprehensive research on the animals 
and cooperation with the Mexicans in the shark tourism field. Douglas says in an open letter to 
the Mexican Congress, “We stand ready and committed to working with the Mexican government 
in developing this site as a world-class ecotourism and white shark research destination.” 

Shark News

Great Whites Off-Limits 
at Isla Guadalupe?
Mexico’s Green Party seeks to shut shark divers out of the 
country’s great white hot spot.

get more

Shark Bites

Drinking for a Cause Shark Trust 
Wines takes a pinch of education, a 
handful of conservation and healthy 
dose of heady libation, lets it ferment 
and serves it up to shark-loving, wine-
drinking divers across the country. The 
winery makes two reds, two whites—and 
for every bottle sold, at least 10 percent 
of the proceeds go toward shark research 
and education. Shark Trust also sells its 
wine onboard Guadalupe Island live-
aboards, where 100 percent of the pro-
ceeds go directly to on-island research. 
sharktrustwines.com

Adopt-a-Shark 
Donate directly to 
hammerhead, great 
white and whale shark 
tagging projects at Gua-
dalupe and the Galapagos 
Islands through Iemanya Oceanica’s 
shark adoption program.  The cost is 
$49.99, and you’ll get a package with 
an “adoption certificate,” a biography 
of your chosen shark, T-shirt and more. 
Then check the web site for updates 
on yours and all the sharks tagged and 
monitored with Adopt-a-Shark funds. 
adoptashark.com

DVD: Island of the Great White 
Shark For more about shark diving 
at Guadalupe Island, check out this new 
documentary from RT Sea 
Productions. Get a glimpse 
of day-to-day life taking 
the plunge from a Guada-
lupe live-aboard, meet 
on-island researcher 
Mauricio Hoyos and 
learn how divers can 
help keep this shark 
spot swimming.
islandofthegreat-
whiteshark.com

Young, fit and perpetually amped 
for adventure, Bart and Torrey Plank 

have circled the globe. They’ve ascended 
Kilimanjaro, gone on safari in South Africa and 
trekked Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. 
“Committing to spend the money on a big dive 
trip can be tough,” Bart says. “My advice: Plan 
it, research it and put the money down. You’ve 
got to remember the payoff.” On their most 
recent trip—diving the Socorros off Baja Cali-
fornia aboard the Solmar V  live-aboard—they 
were easily the youngest divers onboard, and 
their get-up-and-dive attitude found them 
the first to suit up on the deck and the last to 
scramble into the panga on every dive. And 
here’s the kicker: They made this amazing trip 
to dive the wild Pacific with mantas, dolphins 
and sharks just a year after becoming the 
proud parents of a baby boy. How on earth do 
you get permission for a liveaboard vacation 
with a one-year-old at home? “The trick,” Bart 
says, “is asking your wife when she’s seven 
months pregnant.”—Nick Lucey

“The only thing on 
land that compares 
to diving is a safari,” 
Bart says. “We’ve been 
around the world and 
done nearly 400 dives 
together—nothing seems 
to compare.”

Why we Dive

Bart and 
Torrey Plank

AGEs: 34; 34
HOMETOWN: Middletown, N.J.
OCCUPATION: Investment 
Banker; Advertising Execu-
tive
FAVORITE DIVES/DESTINATIONs: 
Andaman Sea, Thailand and 
Myanmar
CERTIFIED: 1994; 1998
LEVEL OF CERTIFICATION: AOW; 
OW


